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Abstract
John Cassavetes’s film Opening Night (1977) presents a problem of acting on the 
screen. The unique point of this movie is that the main character Myrtle Gordon, played 
by Gena Rowlands, faces this problem, in playing her role, Virginia. Why does she face 
difficulties?
The aim of this paper is to clarify these difficulties by following the themes of aging, 
touch, and falling that appear on the screen. Further, through the existence of the girl, 
Nancy, this paper approaches the universal problem presented in the film—namely, 
what does it mean to exist, not in the real world, not on the stage, but on the screen?
Nancy is not reduced to the representation of youth. Nancy, the existence on the 
screen, places before Myrtle the problem of acting through a prohibition of touch and the 
gesture of falling. Myrtle is caught in a dilemma between, on the one hand, her existence 
as a character in the story, and on the other, as a presence on the screen. Myrtle takes 
over those themes and solves the dilemma by answering the question of how it is possible 
to touch, and how to fall and get up. This paper clarifies the above through screen analysis 
of the girl’s car accident, the four scenes where Nancy appears, and other scenes.
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